
of American 
Freedom 

Surveying the current state of liberty around the world and 
reexamining the historical events that led the United States 
to greatness reveal the true source of prosperity. It also 
shows how America can continue to thrive. 


T hu wind and sea wliippsJ 
at ihe tiny May flower as iE 
erraned ilk 1 Atlantic Ocean. 
Waves battered the creaking ves- 
sel* which bad been ac sea fbr 
more Limn a munih. 

Those on board fought freez- 
ing. iccug^Rmirc-Si. dysentery* severe 
storms, diseases find a host of ulhei' 
challenge*. Supplies dwindled and 
lhc shipi 20-plus despairing crew 
members and marts than I Ofl passen- 
gers wondered if they would ever 
see land a^ain. 

The merchant vessel was not 
designed n> held lhecxlrn Id2 men and 
women squeezed into Lis Lar^o hold— 
a Ltfltriped, window less living space 
(,Mily 0 .ve-afld-a-half fecL tull — s<me of 
who-rti were tlceinii religious persevu- 
liuri. Before traveling wtsl h they had 
lived Lit Lite Nefhcrlnnds and Rritain. 
hut had noL found freed urn , 


No pJiiL-H bus lhe New World would 
gnvnl lI'i-iii the ability t^ live as lhey 
believed. 

After a tfti-dity voyage, Lhc ship 
finally arrived ai Plymouth Hartor m 
November 1 6^20. 

Even after reaching kind- :i harsh 
\xiiner forced the iravviars to slay on 
ike vessel for several more roonlhs. 
As freeing lemperaEures wore no., 
starvation sci in. WfthonE dean food 
Of adequate shelter, ov?r half of Lhc 
(■rfioinal passengers died from exposure 
io the cold or scarvailon. 

Dsspiiu Llteir challenges, lhos? on 
board w ho had been, religiously porse* 
cured feeured on aM&ininfc Ramrihing 
greater than ihedf iibdividual liras — 
(hey sni.igttl iVeedotn. They saw physi- 
cal i-illIs as a small price to pay fur lIlc 
rijcKi to practice whut ihey be I ieved. 
Their actons paved chc way for the 
U.S. to become Land of the Free 
aad Homs flftiha Brave, a plncc whore 
peo<pk L-ould live as lhey sow fii . 


from Lhc pilgrims 10 America's 
Founding FailiMa, freedom has ulwjys 
been woven inio Lhc fabric of L S- Sflei- 
giy. Early Americans belied all men 
were created equal and entitled to seek 
life, liberty and ihu pati suit ofhnppirtss. 

This ifniidaet spawned Hie most 
powerful democratic oounliy in hisiory 
£incc lhm. America has siuod as a sym- 
bol of hope. fwrtniK through hard 
work t dclcnniitnioni and exercising dsc 
freedoms grained so tlicm. could build a 
b^iLQr life. 

Most accept withwvE -question that 
FREEDOM iswliil i.irnve lhc U.S. LO grva!- 
Licss and tl^ vi ry i eason il lias become 
Eh? global standard Ibc prosperity. Yet is 
lha alvil ity io choose one's own destiny 
ytaliy what scoured America's plac? 
among tlw ju^uic^ nations in Ti islory'. 1, 

nerinl ng Liberty 

The definition of freedom is, different 
ft* everyone. To some, Ll Is the ahll ity 
Io CKorelse pmunal libenies such as 
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holding h'i job, waning a business, or 
providing Lot a faintly For orlKrs. iL is 
freedom of tl*i press or the free access 
of ^formation. For yd ^ihe/s. It is 1h<? 
choice of u particular religion. 

Many ODunlrire have established 
naLionul holidays that ■uelehriiL^ tltrir 
freedom — nws( of which arc modeled 
after that of America's Sndefwnd^iKe 
l)uy Oh July 4. 

In Soulh Africa, political frvttkicia 
iy p/itfi e'i H: mOTStC d OU April 27. when 
ihe first democratic election way held 
in 1004. India cclcbrans the end of 
GreaL BriUiin’S eiilftnial rule on Anitust 
15. Mexico rcc’OgJiir'cs its. country s 
freedom from Spanish eolonizaticm cm 
September 16. The Trench celebrate 
freedom from mcwiarehicnl tuIc on 
July 1 4, die dare they Stemmed (he 
Bastille — which was a turning puiiA 
in ihe French KevoLuliun. Israel eele- 
hnaies (he estiiblidiimenr of rhe rnodiirn 
Jew ish State on Lite of lyar, which 
falls between April and June on rhe 
Rcimnn iraLcndar. And on February K h 
America observe? '‘National Freedom 
Day,' 1 which commemorate? when 
all slaves gained dieir freedom trader 
President Ahtahacn Lincoln- 

While there has Ikch some suC- 
eess in anaining a certain amount of 
freedom worldwide, news headlines 
in-e yiill rilkd wLlh repons of slavery. 


pohiiciil oppression, lyrtmiy and cor- 
ruption. especially in underdeveloped 
cotm(rieh- According to iImi Global 
Slavery hutes* a reported 46 million 
people live in situations where they 
aie forced to provide tree labor. ho it 
pliysieul 0i“ sexual 

For decodes, nations hove (hooglii 
thut securing AnKricaai-Flyk freedoms 
would bring prosperity peace unwi 
abundant- Vet the Male of the world 
proves ir is net y:> simple. In frci. 
freedom ia fl dually deciim*?g aefoss 
iIlo globe. 

Snfl State ol Frceilnm 

IBjtamLnin^ ihe amount of liberty 
worldwide revtaU i< is disappearing 
ikspile nation? yearning for iL like 
never before. Ll also shows how unique 
America"* success sLory really is. 

The LIS. watchdog organization 
Freedom Elouae produces an annual 
report rifled "FreodCnn in ihe World, " 
which me&fflpres Lhe state of freedom 
internationally. it assigns each country 
a value of' f^c," -partly free" or "noL 
free." 

After jjarlbering reports froin over 

analysis worldwide, ic^ 20 L 6 sLud* 
prajcclcd m overall decline in free- 
dom for ihe 1 0th consecutive year. Of 
the L 95 countries and 15 terrir-ortes 
included. S6 countries v^ra ranied ns 


"free,' 1 while 5"? w wo “partly free'" and 
50 were "no* free. '’ 

This means a whopping Jrt 
l/ r.irt' |?|Vh!irjJ fruB nmuA'I- 

rr.'VJ.'Jnv: 1 

5ucb a steep diM-line in. freedom ean 
bu attributed Lo pamiM conllicls along 
with. ongoing political suppression La 
China, according to the report. 

Take Russia ainl Ukraine, ibr C^arn- 
ple. In 2054. Uk semtheen Ukrainian 
siate of Crimen voted lo become part 
of Russia. Many called imo question 
rhe kgiLimucy of ibe pr>ll re^ik'i ond 
believed Moscow Llle#s|ly annexed 
ibe region. 

A iLfiihcL' exampk is A?erbaijan, 
:m oil-rich COitnlry which allegedly 
vUiliLiOit property nghis and forcibly 
ass 1. 1 rued conlrol of private land (li loh- 
liniw oil production. 

Neighboring Kazakhstan w;ls nlso 
ueciisCtl of btoadensug law? againsi rcl i- 
gtcuE gatherings in bonicE- -nixi stitding 
aucrel poltt-e to arrest offenders. 

In adduion, Helams. TurLm^nstan 
nml IJjl>:ki.sian eonsi sternly earn tlw 
wortL freedom TMings, according ic 
Lhe rtporr. 

Of the IS countries in (he Middle 
LaM. Ltael was eonsi denid ihe only 
naLion. with 1 2 nationy^ or 
percent of the region, classified as "itel 
free.- These ranking?, in alniosl evury 
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ruse, were c 3 gfifid by the 20 ] I Arak 
Spring uprising. 

Irafikudly^ Hits pdlkical nto^mcm 
was aiL attempt to bring greater Jrc=:- 
dom. 

While protesters deposed certain 
Indies sbreughuul iW ru^km.. they 
failed to bring stability. Places tueli as 
Li by 41 showed promise ;'i rtvr lire upris- 
ing. but weak transitional government 
have given place Lo terrorist }rt>op$ 
lhai seized contra!. 

Hie civil wijtr in Syria* which has 
now claimed aiL estimated 500,000 
lives, has been responsible fer the 
jjpeani.vi Liucum inuriaTi crisis in recent 
history. Mass killings, elremicirt w^d 
fare, persecution of clergy and civil- 
ians, use of child snldiurs. and wede- 
Spread rapt: have resulted in a massive 
exodus and pul a strain on Ihe in lT4i- 
SLtilclui c of irelghbocing countries. 

Syria's war and instability in ln.iq 
have resulted in tire lire of lTic- Islamic 
Slate terror group Because of such 
developments, Gulf nations are- build- 
ing up ihcir militaries. cracking down 
uri political dissenters., and expanding 
sentencing for eybercrinre violations. 
'Inis area is widely remanded as i lie 
"least free’ 1 region in die world today. 

Sub-Saharan Africa continues to 
snuggle as welt with H2 perccnL of 
i(k 4-J^ euunLfi$s eiLhcr ,l ii^pc faree 111 or 
’■partly free." According to tine report, 
liny region is chanreLCri/jcrl as ^vola- 
tile,” as government coups and politi- 
cal schi-iiny T4f|r’uhirly alfhci. lL. 

Oil top of Ihis. the area continues 

to grapple with L£irfrri$t attacks. SUCh 

as the 2-0 1 5 siege of a lustin' hotel in 
Bamako, Mali* RepOert^ ttflcr the event 
indicated that the government used this 
us 3ii excuse to further ncstLi-ici periwiql 
freedoms. 

In addition* terror juOiip :al-Sha- 
hab killed almost 1 50 individuals in 
mi attack on ^ unlvcnslly in Gariy^ 
Kenya. This prompted Ibc government 
to enhance ils uaLituial Cnmttoi lciyqt- 
ist campaign, a move then allegedly 
employed y^Cret extrajudicial killings, 
kidnappings and ua^nantod politicul 
suppression. 

Africa's decline is accompanied 
by (lie desertion <>f pi.m^r by m;'my 
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Wes.: cm democracies. The Lurflpt&u 
Cnicrt, FugLaiid, America anti Gennany 
have teen focusing on dcnreslir issues 
ond reducing aid to drese Incatiwis. 
Additionally, toe U.S. hns pulled buck 
from slnaleftit conflict iton es in fakiatan 
and Iraq, wtikb have experienced, m 
increase in Mtarian violence. 

tfdwJE America Ollterent? 

I o light of these worldwide conditions, 
ihe Unitod Slates and miser Western 
nations stand out even more ns anoma- 
lies. Not only do most citiECOS of iho$o 
COPOLties live in iclaiivc peace. tl>ey 
can exercise political* civil nnd reh- 
freedoms openly. Virtually nil, 
even the poorest in tlrese Sotreiies* ate 
more ptosperoiti titan (heir eounlcr- 
p ii Lis in Lite rest of tire world. 

In tire United Stales, a commonly 
held belief by politicians, preadrefs 
and IcaLlcrs is that the hard wotL of 
common Americans brought about 
their ptoSP C|, 'iy. Their extraordinary 
successes and breakthroughs certainty 
du su^C$l a uiiiquan±sa loiIic country, 
but \t is not the on ly way ii happened 

Marty als& credit toe Founding 
Fathers and thru - political ideas ttait 
birthed A in erica's $L>v*ru»mg bodies. 
This includes Lhc U.S. Conslitulion 
.nnd Bill of KigfrLs, which are supposed 
u> have guaranteed Lis citizens preemi- 
nence in the world. 

On its toce, Llicivc arguments seem 
reasonable, v$piici;slly when c^mfiidcr- 
Lng America’s position iti the world 

While tire L hiked States represents 
acivund 4.5 percent of Ihe global jxipu- 
Liticn. it controls frereem of die 
world’s total gjess domestic product, 
lls economy i& ihe laigis^ in lire world, 
twice that of China, and Is almost 
utimtrtcfred in terms of per capita 
income frer household. 

Adduionally* no other' counwy is 
lion re to ihe variety and umonnl of 
minsral w^lihn Oil, nyLurel resources, 
and arable land readily available. 

Ill ICims Of m+in pfpCtDi'ing, 
A mcric-a was the tl rst nation to employ 
standardization in ConSLrutliOn, vastly 
qaiinacching the output of other coun- 
tries throughout the I h century. An 
influx of immigrants bringing cheap 


labor, new skills, and inventions over 
the last 10O years luis bobrterftL tire 
fOitin ry '$ productivity and techno- 
logical sectors. 

Militarily* while ihe nation lia» suf- 
fered setbacks in recenl dcE«ks h it 
remains lire lasrgcftL and m*st d<diiinanL 
milituiy player in Lite world — e¥ iwk. 
Aceortiing to Hie Irexingmn Institute, 
in 20 S 2. America boasted 50 perosnt 
of : , M military spending globally. It 
was responsible Lor ending World Wars 
[ utid II, the Cold Wiir* ami 4c^ens 
of smaller conflicts, and continues to 
have fhe potential to be u virtttally 
uitviLippahle nailiiary 1 force. 

This piclurc stands in ilaik 
ro the re si of tire globe, except for 
certain other Wes tom cotintrws. Given 
Lhat nations have attempted to replicate 
Lire winn ing American model ovvr and 
over — and Irecn mn with middling 
or worre resutls— its uniqueness must 
have a difl'cicnt cause chan nrem ficc- 
dorns. 

In fset;. a ^nrJL l.n-HinN hand guid- 
ed the U.S. to greatness. 

fimoritu Dlllurunt? 

M<>51 ate unaware that the bless- 
ings received by America were fore- 
told irtilktlrtifi Jgo m ^ rtsuli of lIlc 
obedience and faith of the biblical 
p 4 icriu-rvh Ah^hain. Hl- was ihe origi- 
nal "founding tocher'’ of ihe ancient 
nation ut LtjietI . Due in his cbcdacriec 
to God. a powerful prophecy wus 

and ^.reiLinCss wa$ promised 
lo his ancestors: "That in hlcssing 1 
will hSess yC-u. and in multiplying I 
wilt multiply your seed m the stars 
of Hie heaven, tfnd dre sond which 
i* upon the se-3 shore, ; and your reed 
shall po&ress the flsLe fscu sales | of 
hii enemies: and in your seed s-hall 
si I Lire n:Hu ms of ihe C:irLh Messed- 
hccaure you have obeyed My voice” 

(Gem 11:17-18*. 

These same blessings were passed 
from Abiahi.tm to liis son l-^nc anti 
then to Jacob, wlro was Later renamed 

Draul. God in:.Li.to similar prOmiftfiS 10 

Israel f Jacob) lor his obedience: "... 
be fruitful and multiply;, a N.".thtn 
and a cdsj^kv of nations shall be of 
you...” (55:11) 


The RIAL THIJTHI 


There iir>i only Lwo entitle* 
Lhrouglfeut alt of history IhiU lit such 
deseriplimis — A 1 1 1 L-a- i l-j ta nation) and 
the United Kingdom (u company of 
nations). The U-£. originates from die 
ancient nation of tsTatl, und ils peu- 
pLe aie the deaden dams of Abraham. 
Thmuij.fi him. the U.S. has received 
birtliTighl blessing Ithmu God. 

America hat risen to prominence 
and become one of lire most abundant 
nations ever as a direct resul L of Godi \ 
hlessi ngs, atV i Ire el fuiis of men . 

This is the tvai story of why 
Americans enjoy such freedcitns. 

YtL God"s blessings were not 
promised to Lust forever Tn learn 
mere, read David C. Pack’s free book. 
America vmi tfri Arid itr 
available ai rc&org/afibibp. 

Freed am Is Hat Everything 

I f America wjiB nbte w bring ata-un 
free dr i ivi and prosperity IhTOLigh its 
own power, I hen surely it con Id guar- 
antee lasting happiness Lo its citizens. 

Yet this lias not been i be ease. 

The blessings chat Abraham 
secured were due tu h is fy i(h and oIk- 
dienee io God. Abraham understood 
that God presented hint and nil lilIicis 
who w Liu id come a I'Lcr him the oppor- 
tunity lo follow H is ways and receive 
blessing. Many conditional promises 
God made are listed i n Deuteronomy 
24, which detail hoch blessings from 
obeying God and the ill effeds for 
those lbf.> disobey. Ahtaham firmly 
understood God* Way and chose m 
Col Low it, As a resell, his dcsecndanls 
reaped the bene Ills o f h is obed ience. 

Realise; I f America would follow 
God’s Law — they could secure Lrae 
and coiiiinu^l happiness and prosper- 
Lty! 

Although die U,S. lias never fol- 
lowed Lhc Bible's commands and Siai- 
utes to the letter, nyriy were used in 
the founding of llic naliu-n. In o-tWi- 
tinn,. people used t<> hftih read and 
attempt to live God's Word as best 
they u-kIuiklumlI It. T his all bad cite 
potential for blessings on an indi- 
vidual level. 

Ycc America is pulling away from 
Liiblc-bns^ religion. A Pew Research 


Center ■study from 2D 1 4 found drat 
the number of people who identify 
as Christians hus shopped by roughly 
£ peree-m in the last seven years. 
In add ii ion, the study found that 
Milltuuials (lhosc between lhc age* 
of IS and 24) are fur las likely to 
affiliate w ith organised religion, wlLli 
over 16 percent unaffiliiHetl with any 
denomination. Th i?. number is- only 
slightly Lower among lhc previous 
two generations of' GenciaLiori X and 
the Baby Boomers. 

Interestingly, nearly a quarter 
of Generation X has left crgarnired 
religion altogether nnd now identify 
as ciLher agnosLies or nthcisls- Also, 
nearly unc- in- live U.S. adults raised 
in a religious home went on to give 
up HlhIt I ii i i : i in adulthood. Of Ihosc 
lulled, fine-third were raised Cslholk* 
ol which d I percent no longer Identity 
with lhat religion. These were by ftir 
the wot si losses found in ilse study. 

As ihe U.S. has become more 
secular* it is increasingly focused on 
physical prosperity. Five years ago, 
VVrirldwulch Institute released a study 
titled "-The State of Consumption 
Today,’’ in which iis author suited. 
"The failure of additional wealth and 
consumption 1o Irelp people Itave sat- 
isfy iiLg lives may be the most elo- 
quent argument for reevaluating our 
current approach Lo consum pi ion " 

Put simply, in u materialistic seui- 
ety, the goat of earning ever-i ncrens- 
Lng amounls of murrey has proven to 
he uikfulfilling. And when citizens 
become apmtreite toward the hless- 
Biig$ they enjoy and toward the God 
whe provided lhcm.fi de^liiw: m soci- 
ety i$ unavoidable. 

F ursu i n@ Happiaass 

The tnissiag p met- m Amcriefin pros- 
jyerity — and societies around the 
worid--Ls i rue joy. Bui even wiih 
blessings from God of immense abun- 
dance. man is still ill-equipped to 
achieve true happiness and fulfillment 
on his own While Ire has sought lo 
implement systems of government. 
religion and publics tu isn$uru pros- 
perity. no society has achieved lasting 
peace and happiness fur ;lI III untanly 


devised systems utu always Lempo- 

n.Lry. 

WaLhout God's guidiinct. mart's 
pursuit of prosperity aiLd happiness 
always leads to u wrong end 

Ye | iTire.iuy csnehicvable! The God 
of the Bible is willing to tcauh us Mis 
luvs, which t^SuIl iii happiness. The 
ancient King David understood this, 
and declared; “tn Your [God’s] pres- 
ence ii/tifk.'m of joy ' 7 (Fsa. 56: 1 1 ). 

Jesus Christ ulsu promised His 
followers peace and jot (John 14:27; 

L 5-: 1 ] >. These two qualifies are also 
[mil * of the Spirit mentioned in 
Galatians &;2 1-21, 

This paixage describes the Spirit 
of God. When POmrered* :■ Christian 
must: huild on these characteristics, 
which in I u rn produce GcuVs eltarae- 
IW — resulting, in an immense amount 
of joy! 

Understand. Exercising freedoms 
in arty form, untu&s tempered hy 
God's Law, will produce bad 

fruit. But Living His Way and building 
1 1 i =. eHsradfir always yiakh lasling 

joy- 

Truth Editof-in-Chtef David 
C. f'nck expanded un the seurcli for 
juy in ha$ sriiefce ,L Vrwr Can Live 
Lhc Abundant LiJe! ’; ‘"Ne^cr hies lhc 
world h;id nvueh, yci been so mis- 
erablc. Depression, unhappiness, een- 
fiusicm, Inifliratioii, unfulfilled hopes 
and dreams, dissatisfaction, eropii- 
ness — ami liopelfiS mlscty — describe 
humaniiy the wrorld over. 

“The United Glares Constitution 
guarantees people the righl tn "life, 
liberty and ihe pm suit of happiness.’ 
White the framers of the Constiluiien 
urwkiSfeod l hey eould ^uarontee the 
Attwricar citizcnR' ccrruin -civil hb- 
erlies and ftewLom froio oppression, 
they underslaod they could not gtmr- 
;m1ee huppi rress. Tlrey could only seek 
to guarantee one’s riuhL lo "|HlTsm; , ii 
L Muny are ih.ikuhili happiness, hut 
in all Lite wrong placet! "’ 

To unduretitnd huw ynu can secure 
true and lasting happiness, read Lite 
Tast of Mr Pack's urticle at rrfr.Qrft/ 
_l dfof. God Longs lo give all ns. I ions 
and individuals m joy-filled life — for 
alt Vi ho wi 1 1 pursue i L. □ 
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The Hidden 


Economy of Drug 

Trafficking 

While most, understand the extent of the drug problem at the street 
level, this is merely the end result of a vast array of financial transactions 
tli at support everyone from average farmers to entire nations. 


T JtHRE ARE MORE fliari 5(10 
million farms worldwide. 
Most hold in high regard 
those who make a living buryiiig 
seed in the ground and laler Iwr- 
vfsting fully developed plants to 
feed humanity. 

RtLl what if their venture sati&- 
fieti ii differed hunger — the inces- 
sant cravings of A quarter of a billion 
illegal drag users worldwide? 

Suddenly, lIuc profession worlM fen 
sound so praiseworthy, Vet, far from 
die m*;*- recognizable powders, pills 
and vials, most illicii drags begin lLte 
1 1>;.: vcgetifliCoi farmers typical I],' Bffll i!t 
srifirketF;. 

Wfetircr the yvlkffl flowers a rxl red- 
dish berries of the coca bush, with; leaves 
iba: arc prcccss*J to make cocaine, or 
Hie tiri^lnly cloned petals and tubular 
stems of the opium poppy lhai induce 
u snp used to mala heroin, most would 
unsuspectingly scroll post whole 
of such plunls- Etf^n a field of cannabis. 
tlu lsa*e for marijuana and hashish, can 
easily slip past the undisteokirig eye. 

These plaius do have worthwhile 
derivaiihvs tlial genemto in^miiu. Cixa 
leaf lea. ferr instance, is sold for ntlitude 


3 V EUW^ftD I Wifi KFI ELD 

sickness, u common conditioti in %hz 
Andes MouniaiitS of South Amerces 
where il is gi’ov.'ti. The Coca -Coin com- 
pan y still imports Ions of (he i>al- 
sliaped leaves ev«y year for Lis pro- 
prietary Boh-drink formula. Chcmkals 
in opium poppy aw used to produce 
pc.Lin ruodicaiLons. And hemp, a carmabris 
byproduct, is known to be superior 10 
oilier materials, sndi ms cotton, when 
manufacturing pep^r, rope, clothing and 
oihet fabric -has cd materials. 

NevanlwiljCEE, Llie conversion of 
tliese plants 10 illegal dnigs l>:>'lsiecs a 
S 32 Q billion y. multinational, illicit 
drug industry. This staggering figure 
pliiipV- linjg trafficking among Ihu rrrrsL 
profitable forms of ooanmeree an c* is- 
ten.ee. The operation covers the cultiva- 
tion. production. distribution and sak 
of illegal sabstaibecs as defined by dreg 
prohibition lavs. 

The worldwide distribution of illicit 
crops rewrebks chat of lawful eom- 
modifis-s — fiueb as coffee, cacao ( used 
lo make dioeolaie). sugar cane, and 
other common food items. In both 
cases, p' ants are grou n ami harvested 
in only a handful of fenik regions of 
the and moved through multiple 
prodnedufi and deih ery channels. 


Bacli yicp ifi due process requires 
estabiisbisd infras* rue Lure and c^pcr- 
im. Successfully moving fogtff prod- 
ucts 1o Uie end-useT li*s fiT-rcaching 
Imancial implinUioriS as II funds an 
army of l^bOrcJrs, business entities, and 

gOVL'TismiiiLlS. 

So too does the growth. trens- 
l>i?n and production of illegal drugs. 
Trafficking iIkbc items ifi the economic 
engine of not only vast criminal net- 
wnrkfi, bm also legitimate, legal ones. 
A$ Vi irh the addicts they support, iliose 
embedded in this process aie hem on 
ensuring a cotuirual product flow. 

Any cl um ec of eliminating the 
worldwide drag problem include* ds-e 
seemingly impossible lu^sk of sbe>l ifih- 
ing the hidden economy ih;n makes ii 
possible. 

Current Market 

The cusltHTLcr base for ilkgal drugs 
shows no sign of waning. According 
lo tlic Unsicd Kauous Office oil Dregs 
m<\ Crinio L fl 2.(>1 i Wcrld l>ug Report, 


■ CASH CRflP: Atgnnn InrmD a hartOSC 
op<.m snp^ whch z used 1C inate hnirori. 
iron a pcpjjf ^ in K^Shar pfodntfl (Aan I 
12. 201^ 
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The mi THUTH 






Main Trafficking Routes for Cocaine and Heroin 


246 milium people usod illicit drtJg^ 
hi 20 1 2 ([he latest numbers available), 
an Increase or' ihrcc milium uv^r ihe 
previous ye ar. Heroin, cocaine, mari- 
juana and anwpti^omme-lyps stimulants 
(ATS) ara tlss chief illegal substances. 

Worldwide the number of opioid 
user? — ' cofttbirnn^ lho&c using natural, 
synthetic or semH&ynlhdio opium prenl- 
um — stands aL 4S.9 million people. 
This inc hides Ihose who abuse prescrip- 
tion pair* medication as well as heroin. 
According tolhc report the global eulli- 
vaiicm of opium peppy in 20 H reached 
irs hi clicst level since Ihe 1 93-b* 

In rive l%0s, most opiate-based 
addicts begun with recreational uirf- 
By Lke 2000 s, though, 75 percent of 
addiels abused prescription opioids such 
as VieodEu, Pei cocci and G&yConlin. 

Asionlskltigfy r #0 percent of pre- 

.v^rTi'ii'rVjrj opiate,' abi (X&rt e'y'£RIU&ity Ji'ji'Jr 

70 heroin! 

Hecmis-rehLed deaths in Lhe U.5. 
soared, from 5,915 in 2012 to 8,257 in 
21 1 1 ,1, reaching ihe highest level in the 
post decade. 

Cocaine has oil estimated 17 million 
users worldwide Thy Uniled StaiOs and 
nations of ihe European Union make 
up more than 30 percent of ihe global 
market for [Ih drug.. 

Cora bush eulliwtion hns boon on a 
steady decline smkc the L^Os. This is 
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mostly lIlk u> jiiorc effective eradication 
of the coca bush by jjeyv eminent mnborl- 
ties and increased seizures of cocaine 
during transport. 

The greater availability aud Lower 
cost of mclhu/niphetaniine, a oooahfc* 
ahernauve, lias also been a factor. 
Despite iL all, however., cocaine slill 
li:>s niore user % than heroin. Though tlte 
cocaine market is shdn-kiitg in Ibo U.£,, 
it is increasing in Sonih America and 
second only 1o cannabis IraffijdJjig in 

RlLT0p£. 

Cannabis is Lhe ^esrld's most popu- 
lar il Ul-.iI diug. vulIl nearly IR2 mil- 
lion users as of 2013 It cun b*; con- 
sumed. as lierbal cannabis (marijuana) 
or cannabis resin (hashish), 

Tlvi L'.£. accounts for ahouL 19.lt 
million of Ihe u grid's marijuana users, 
b remains id^gal under federal law, 
buc it has been Legalized in 24 stales 
for recreational or medical use. Its use 
continues 1o increase as public percep- 
tion of ii as a harmful drug declines. 
This is despite its increasing levol of 
potency. measured by THC content, 
which has risen from about 4 percent 
in 1995 to 12.05 percent in 20 L3, 
■a c ceiling to the 2015 NulaonrtL Pn.iy 
Sneimniy. 

The future market foT cannabis 
worldwide is strong as its- cultivation 
and ,:-e nesses in North and Soulh 


America, as well ns in Europe and 
Afrfea- 

Though, mostly birlhed in a Lib 
instead nt a field, amphetamine-type 
substances (ATS) such us crystal melh 
and ec-.vtafiy (MDM A) affect the market 
tor illegal drugs mid ukj equally iraf- 
fudffid- Tlrere ace an estimated 22.0 
million users of amphetamine* inolham- 
pheii'uPitfie and prescription stimulants. 

Points toweled 

Nations where plant-bused ^rvgs are 
Hillivaied me few in number and 
tend to look Lhe same; they art mar- 
jiiiali?j^d.. have limited govGmment 
coni ro I, Inch infrastructure, and have 
higher levels of poverty. 

Afghanistan and Myanmar Sup- 
plied w^lt over 90 percent of the 
ootid’s opium poppy between 
ysnd 2(114. Coca comes almost exclu- 
sively front Ihe 5-uulh Amcrwun couii- 
lrios of Colombia, feta and Bolivia. 
Cannabis and ATS sources are more 
vi jdespnead . 

Krom the^e point* of origin, diigii 
■d-Tn^s are iraffid:cd to \arious destina- 
tions around the world 

Tlie lit 1 5 Wotld Dmg Rcpon stated: 
"Tlic mnikcts tor opiate* in Africa h 
Sopi u Vi'gsi Asi;s, pans of l : :asL Asia, ihe 
Middle Easl, Eurepe und Oceania are 
mainly supplied hy Somli-West Asia 
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(AfjjthamLiiQji}, while s-tony marked in 
South-East Asia und Oceania an? also 
supplied by SciliUi- F jL'jit Asia <ihc Lao 
People's Democratic Republic and 
Myanmar). The Amotions are maink 
supplied by Liilbi America (Colonrtia 
and HexicD), with (In? -exception of 
Canada, vrli^ch im n significant extent is 
supplied by Afglau heroin.'' 

"Cocainu is usually craftfcksd norfh- 
wards from... South America 1o Nnnli 
America aixt h h;ixbb eke Allaotic lo 
Ewopc via the Caribbean or Africa, h>- a 
briery nfirK-iins, including irirajid sea.” 

Unlike Lhe ct> cfl bush and opium 
poppy, whldi only thrive m limited! 

of flic gifrbe, eiinnabis is grown 
nearly everywhere — from small-scale 
ln>irie^rovirfc sices to large-scale ii*ftus- 
liial tonus. LterbiiE cannabic in produced 
in timers every e-ui&iiy. while hashish 
production in Fimited to a few coun- 
ines in No rill Afriea h 
tlse Middle \-iMi, and 
Soul liwcst Asia. 

MarEju&iiu Ixnus- 

|V'ff| 14 b?g across dig 
noedK-m unri south- 
ern borders 01“ ihe 
United Susies. Europe 
is ihe world's larjesl 
consumer uf hash- 
ish, I bough Western 
Europe npp^in? lo be 
dom i tinted by heffral 
cannabis, Asiun can- 
nnhis. comumpliort is 
below global lewis 
tvtn though ii is cl^ 
rnoE -1 commonly ure-d 
illegal substance m 
Asia. Cnrmiibii use 
ill Africa is high, 
approaching iwicc 
die global av crags. 

Much of ihe 
worlds melhamplioi- 
amine is produced in 
East und S-odiheosl 
Asia, though produe- 

Lioo is. expanding iu 

utber regions such ns 
Mexko nod Africa. 

In Europe, iunphel- 
aiciioe and cesia^y 
dominate lIlo market. 


Hit m-eiharnpliifLimine is increasing in 
availability. 

Supply Chain 

Farmers lucked a^ay in the mountains 
or' J*e™ or the Jungles of Souchcnm 
do not see themselves as eowime or 
growers. Toibsm. u coca husli or 
opium plam is as much a cash tiop as 
ft heM. The market uhimatdy dEcran^. 
■■vhac they ptanl. 

The ratio of income per hectare of 
opium versus wheal, was I Cl ut I instil 
2004-29Q7 — a? poppy coilrabed S5J0U 
per hceiar^ against Si-43 fur m compa- 
rable amount of whnfc Although ihe 
calio fluctuates yearly, h mentaswd to E I 
&> f m 201 3 . 

Pfenning the mosi lucrative ciops 
tfln be the diflerouco between a funner 
affording to feed and edoenie his fam- 
ily or living a destitute existeoue m 


an already poor area of llie world. 
Knowing iliac im flickers will simply ^ 
to a neighboring plot, Or in s «n>e cases 
i.ieo Lhncata, is all it uikes to push n roluc- 
fanner to join die Aug-traAkking 
economy. 

I liis cultivation of raw plant mate- 
rials is the Host in a series of steps, 
clsai loke lI legal drujfi lo 1l>e point of 
conEumplion. Limiled sujiply ;md hi^Ji 
Lkiinand erealc a nearly perled busLno^ 
■opponuiiity lor distributing drugs to 
cl ienis all over die world. 

In husiciess tenns. lliis d<nv of goods 
iLiid wri'iees is knewn as a supply eliisin. 
Eaeh kilt, in the chain is <jpvraled by 
sp-^i^liEis seeiiing u> maximize pi orlis. 

A rtcr LviEiiv.nl ioir. die ne\i ^iep is 
jWpessing. Fanner* m mroly involved 
al this siaye\ though EonK illegal traf- 
ficking organizjtians merge ihe firm 
two steps iu straumlinc p^odmetion. 
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muring processing, naturally wniN 
Aug plain alkaloids ure stripped lor 
conversion to strceL djTJgs. Ibmir'gl 
materials,, such as gasoline and hydro- 
chloric acid for cocaine ■:rf chloroform 
and sceijii anhydride Ibr heroin. arc 
used in Lhis process. Realise eIi;il even 
chose willing lo simply sell these pre- 
cursor materials to diu^ preiCMSOrs 
heaiL-lii fim'indully. 

Intern aftional sm nggji \\y_ come, ns* I 
m lLc chain. Product is moved by [and. 
sea or a ir foe a fee. 

Annual drug seizures by law 
en forcenicnc give insight into 111 is- 
ffloremenl According 1o ihe 2013 
World Drug Repon, 3^ percent of 
lIi-s total amount of drugs seized were 
from land Iranspnns, often on road 
Or rail h making il llie most popu- 
lar method of sm iLjjjjl ing, Criminals 
often work with drivers who are paid 
directly lo allow drills K> be smug- 
gled wiih legal freight or in personal 
vehicles. 

Theugh nir smuggling is fraquam, 
Ihe quantities moved are usuu lly smal I . 
'Hie Mai captured by air represented 
only (i pci emit of ihe overall qnan- 
lity seized. These lesser amnuflis are 
stashed in lunjiage or parcels 1o Shelter 
elude delection. 

1'ianspi.irt by yeu, though repnescni- 
in^ only £ percent of the number of 
seizure* by hw enforcement. dispro- 
ponionally re press mad percent of 

the amount of drugs seized, making 
maritime transport tire way to move 
tlie largest amounL of product per indi- 
vidual shi pmeiiE. 

Smugglers are typically paid 
to move dr lies by wJioleSiders, the 
mjxi link in pioducl movement. 
Wholesalers, usually di-icg carrels. arc 
well-funded and distrihuie narcotics 
on u wide wrale 10 laigc and m odium- 
sire retailed. Representing die final 
link In die supply chain,. retailers are 
on thy front line and distribute directly 
lo- users. 

MosL oPlhc protil in Ihe drug irade 
is earned on ihe from lirre, Retailer? 
Iflre the m ™ risk from Law enforce- 
merit and generate ahnui 63 percent of 
ililmI proceeds. Wholc&atera geL 23 per- 
cent. smugglers ^ pLicimE,. and vultivu- 


ICir$ and processors ii meager 1 percent, 
h is- not unusual for i-iftft worth ■ i r rlw 
drag materials produced by a fanner lo 
garner un die si reel! 

The illieil dmg rnaricet tends to he 
horizontally integniied. moaning each 
st-?p of llie supply chain is control led 
by inde]Wiiduiu emiiips. This separa- 
tion. white nol as efficient. isolates 
Else list to the orerulJ operation and 
product flow. 

Foe instance, if a smuggler is busted 
Midi an illegal product, ii is extremely 
difficult io trace it to the drug proces- 
sor or cultivator. The precussur in i h 
e^su simply employ* another smuggler 
und business goes cm. 

inlrcnctiad Networks- 

Transnational criminal organizations 
i TC'<>sJ are draw n to Ui ug ixa I'lTirkinie 
due to high profits. Unlike liaJTicking 
human beings, weapoita nr precious 
Slones and metals, drugs arc a con- 
sumable prothiCL in need of constant 
renewal. Drag cartels from places such 
as Colombia, ihe Dominican Republic 
uik.L Asia seek lo capitalize and eaive 
out a piece of ihe aeuon. 

Of all TL'Os. Ihosc in Me&ico aie 
among tlst lajgesi :im.L most sophis- 
tlouted Observing I Lew ihey operate 
provides a gliinpsc inlo thu difficulty 
law enforce? me ill agencies face in erad- 
kaiing ihe diu^ problem, 

Mexican cartels doramaUe drag naf- 
fkking in ihe Unilod Sidles, The)' ben- 
efit ml only because of proximity lo iliu 
wealthy US- lrurtet. but iilro bct ausc 
of proven business savvy ai>d organic 
Lion. Tliey mu ihuir £n.ntps like corpora- 
tions. Tliey think long-term and rein- 
vesi intkei- uniorprisus. Familiar cartels 
sncli as ihe Sinaloa and Los ?^iai. are 
often praneoied ;ind admirod by cilizens 
as wdl as b>- Ihose who benefit finan- 
cial l> frecii tl^ii opemtiocis. 

A* ■■vLtli legal films, many Mrm-an 
ea/tds have layvi* of slall— troim 
fronl-litie employees io mid-luv^l 
supe-iv isors Ik* background managers. 
They also hzs e what ai e known ky 
otf -law" innpky \£%5 who are primarily 
law en rbreemeni oftieLals iv^king on 
he- half of trafficking organizations in 
exchange for bribes. 


According to a report from the 
Organization of American S-iaLcs. a 
typical drag-trafficking Ihurehtse in 
a given city or region employs any- 
where from 6 1 to marly 6 J -K> inlemal 
employees and LO 1 ? to ],fi00 tey woik- 
ers. 

This is far greater than most l-j^iii- 
iikaic M^xi^in firms. percent of 
which have 3ft cur fewer LinployL^§. 
Thu moan s^Lnicy of interim] drug 
employees is about i S lilies thu m*m 
w-a^e in Mcjilco ond six times tlx: 
naticm ’s minimum wn^d. 

Nol nil those being paid are direct 
employees of the OftcfnizOlion, Ix.™ - 
^ vur. Those desperate to earn a li \ ing 
can be eompenaaLed SS lookouts or 
eoorreru. I n such cases, ihey can make 
more money Llian ihuy ivoultl ylher- 
wise without ever having to physically 
touch Lhe drugi 

Mexican T CO=- also eompunsaie 
esiablislted fimw w\w support Lhc busi- 
ness — often through Itandshake agrec- 
meots. For rtt*fLncc h cartels invcsL mil- 
hons of dollars for Llie eonstrytclon 
of utahnniie tuirnds connecting safe 
houses on both sides of ihe U-S- 
Ate.vleo hurdler. Ihe creation of these 
tunnels employs enj^i ilclts, nduing 
e.xpL'Tiy, ;i mlI bcuvy-equ ipmcnL compa- 
nies. The drag iiklustty is sp pno-fitabfc 
tlmL i hft: c^t of these subl errant an 
sLmeLures can be reeuperered m u l^w 
niciiths. 

Drug traffieking in Mayiec is worth 

0 re r S3 ft hi llicm annually to the nation. 
It is estimated lIlil a eompldid loss of 

1 lid industry would shrink the counlty 's 
economy by more than fij p^nMnl, 
aecor^ing tc dntgalnae.Mt, a druu- 
trcatmciiL m^ik-pinliL or^anizUtion. This 
impact sheds mere lighi on the diffi- 
culiy of fully eJiiniiiaLingdruig iraffick- 
kig ITom places like Mesieo, despite 
ibe risk of inipfisoriftrenL Or duulh 

Mexican carrels also employ friends 
and family lifted in AmcTicii. These 
Tiiumburs ure sent to U.S. hub cities to 
manage siafth Ikilisus cOntuining drug 
shipmenls and balk cash drug pro- 
ceeds. This aciiviiy jssimp^ drug funds 
into the American eeonom.y. 
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DRUGS 

Gon&1U6d .'rrvD pr^ 

national- and ncighborttood-kve] 
U.S. g^ngy ulsu form ndatiomihips 
with Mexican TCOs for drug disfribu- 
lion. enforcement of dm# payments, 
and protection of trafficking routes. 
At 1.4 million strong. in 33,000 dif- 
ferent group*. [Ikec gangs rely heav- 
ily on drug rerernre- They engage in 
violent criminal activity such us rob- 
bery. assault, throats nmi mumidalioifc 
to ci is tut ii continues. 

Yet i he Hggesl challenge to arip- 
ping Lho illegal cconoiHy may be the 
movement or drug funds mk> l;nv kiL 
ejtffiqtriseE. Drug profile, usually in the 
Ibrm of cash, are ruultndy .-jnuLrgJed 
of laundered inla the legal Financial 
system. 

HiiE. money laundering, wtiich is 
exlromcly difikull to In'i4;, aims m 
legitimize i liegal funds. Money is pul led 
into legal cntfaivura such as Ctn*m ul- 
tion, icat estate, legal gambling, and Ihe 
liotel industry - . 

These activities further spread Ihe 
impact of the drug trade 

I nuhilily lo Cape 

Lau enfoccefiienl struggles to pen- 
etrate und upend the woe Id’s elaborate 
drug-smuggling system. 

Consider topping ihe flow uf lieioin 
in vehicles ar just one- border checkpoint 
in Surt Dio^x Culi forma. More dluyafc 


ifce is sliced ihere ih:in nriywltere el^ 
in !h- t.niiL-J Slates. Officials compare 
it to looking for a needle in a hay? laek. 

\w add all Lhe other checkpoints, 
all the other drag*, all the -oilier modes 
::ai>:v::a::iin. .mil. all :he world's 
oLher borders. The piclnre become 
nvdrv. Ji^lmiiLg . 

Removing ors? element of the insf- 
fiL-king system is not enough. The 
prolis potential is so high and IhL- 
system so elaborate that someone cart 
qukkiy step in 1o replace tiu,ch part of 
it, I In.- world's gyvenunems helc ihe 
cooperation and resources to keep up 
Eliis (i<h5.s ulil mean tlscy do nciL uy. 

With the ’'wet on drugs" deemed o 
hu I ii ri in some e iieles, deeriminaliza>- 
lion remains near Lhe tep of Ihe hsi of 
supposed solutions. Proponents feel 
that since drugs drive crime, legalising 
UiL-m would have lIlc effect af reducing 
violence und government corruption. 
I'ltey also Cud rcguLaLion and control 
of the industry would le-ad to economic 
growth, similar lo Live way akohol and 
tobacco boost the economy. 

Opponents have a muck more su-e- 
cinct rationale— drugs ure dangerous 
und ;l li^/rmi to the health of people. 
Making them legal and more aval lable 
is a bad chi ng. 

A Item alive development, anolheT 
prcipw^l joint ion described in the 20-15 
World Drag Report, is directed tu^urd 
Ctei'uin^. ;i I cl a I economy for farmers 
who grovi- the crops in Lhe first place- 
■Til- |?TojeL-! is “aimed aL reducing die 


vulnerabilities that lead to involve meal 
in IlieiS crop uihiv^Lmn and udtimately 
eliminating such cullivation...ln the 
long run. Ihis^an mtracl imrestmum and 
lidp to develop Lkc necessary infraslruc- 
Lure. thereby cliauguig. and suslamiiig 
Lkc li vL-lihood of rural communities. 1 ' 

The goal is ekurly to %hi iTil- war 
un drugs from tltc sappty side. Ii' drugs 
are unavailable in the firtf phdte, lIi^il 
people cannot abuse tbem. 

A ooneeiii wiih this appKKteli i$ iIisl 
(I mp i L!*i i5 is increasing acrofi the board. 
It is rot d iiTreult Lo see Ihiit pvxpk wi IE 
Unit ;t way to eel high no niuLler vvhat. 

The core of llw pToblum im ihai mil- 
I Mins do ool possess the emotional und 
physical rerource* to oopg with their 
proldems. They often take chemical 
E-hortculs lor temporary rolref Ym |hu 
namre of drags b. such tliaL once you 
try them. iL i s nol kmg before you aru 
hooked. 

The enermons intemiitionnl shn^- 
smu^akng ilciv.'Oi k exists to feed the 
unending hnbil. 

llciog coiLgh on dongs Lakes ha toll. 
Though Ihsre ii iomo effoet, L-ynmin 
mem is very expensive. The cosl of Lhe 
^vaT on drugs ir in tlw billions its raHLOns 
lnu-j semmhlc lo secure their borders 
and wealthier ommtriei muit invusi in 
poorer nahc'iis to ltdp eradicate crops 
aixi intercept drags and preeureW imiie- 
riihls. 

Sndly, the drag trade h;Ls become 
a lortn of intenmlknal warfaLe -and 
mankind is losing Sl*s Hgbi- □ 


